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Bringing School to Students

Clockwise from top left: Jennifer Mangone, Marc Hattem and Brenda O'Shea. O'Shea and Katie Calloway.
Ally Camardella. Lindsay Canavan and O'Shea.

If the kids are not going in to school, sometimes school goes to them. Somers High School student life
coordinator Brenda O'Shea and dean of students Marc Hattem, along with Somers Middle School
assistant principal Jennifer Mangone have made many trips to check on struggling students, but also to
celebrate eLearners who are doing well in this challenging environment. Teachers have been asked to
nominate students who deserve recognition for the work they are doing while eLearning.
 
Sophomore Liam Kim was nominated by math teacher Lauren Pizzolla.
 
“Any parent would be proud of their child’s accomplishments,” says parent Jonathan Kim. “This award
reflects Liam’s dedication, drive and desire to succeed. I am thankful that the Somers Central School
District was able to provide a forum for all students to continue their education under such difficult
circumstances.”
 
When O’Shea, Hattem, and Mangone arrive at students’ homes, they try to spend a little time outside
visiting with each student. To celebrate their success, the kids are given a certificate and a goody bag.
 
"They are always happy to see us," says O'Shea. "It can be hard to be noticed when you are on Zoom
and you don’t have that physical connection. Hearing that their teacher was seeing and noticing their hard
work matters to them."
 
"eLearning has made learning more difficult for me than learning in person," says Liam Kim. "I’ve found
that finding the good things in my classes or day makes the day better.”
 
Good grades are not the only focus of the recognition. Teachers are also nominating students who are
engaged in class and have a positive attitude.



 
“I am so happy to get to visit some students and families” says Jennifer Mangone. “For me it has the
added layer of allowing me a first-hand opportunity to drive around our community and be able to meet
students and families face-to-face, as I am new to the middle school this year.
 
"We want our students to know they are Tuskers whether they are in the building or not," says Hattem,
"And that they are part of this community."

A virtual presentation about on how to have difficult conversations by school psychologist Dr. Regina
Kashian and art teacher/equity leader Gary Wanderlingh. The session provided parents with methods and
strategies for conducting courageous conversations with children.

It was the parents’ turn to learn from the teachers at the first Tusker University event last month. More
than 120 parents attended the virtual workshops, which were designed to build upon the school-home-
community connection.
 
“This idea came from our community,” says Kevin Guidotti, director of learning. “We asked families how
we can best support them and their child’s school life, and those discussions evolved into these learning
sessions.”
 
The evening started with a keynote session delivered by mindfulness expert Dr. Jennifer Simon, who led
participants through an exercise in being present in the moment. Simon has been working with athletes at
Somers High School, helping them develop leadership skills and resilience. She also holds mindfulness
workshops for faculty and staff.
Learning sessions lasted approximately thirty minutes and were created and facilitated by faculty and staff
members. Topics included Exploring Tech Tools, How to get Involved in Somers High School, Everyday
Elementary School Math, Crucial Conversations: Advocacy for Black, Indigenous, & People of Color
Families in Predominantly White Institutes and an hour-long Social Media Boot Camp.
 
“Learning about the implementation of the Middle Years Programme and how it will impact all of the
teachers and students was so valuable,” says parent Jill Schantz. “Jenna Schettino did an incredible job
of role modeling her teaching style and how she successfully gets everyone engaged.”
 
Schantz also noted that it was a beneficial experience as a parent to try to follow a lesson while battling
technical issues, as many students do.
 
“I finally learned how to use Schoology,” says parent Fabiana Hershfield. “I am not so lost anymore!”
 
“It was great to see so many parents at Tusker University,” says Brenda O’Shea, Student Life
Coordinator at Somers High School. “They got to experience a bit of how our students are learning. It was
exciting to have the direct connection to our families and to learn together.”
 
One of the most popular sessions of the evening was the hour-long Social Media Boot Camp, developed
by law enforcement experts and Somers' own Westchester County Police School Resource Officers.
Parents were led through the most popular social media apps and given tips on how to monitor what kids
are doing on the apps. The session was recorded and can be watched here.
 
“The engagement of all the participants during the sessions was wonderful,” says Superintendent Dr. Ray
Blanch. “We are fortunate to have so many knowledgeable faculty and staff members who shared their
expertise.”

https://vimeo.com/517207623


 
The inaugural event was the first of many that will be held as part of the ongoing Tusker University
initiative.

Winning a Winter Wonderland

Intermediate school students play in the snow to celebrate their efforts during a month-long fundraiser for
St. Jude's Children's Hospital.

What better way to celebrate winter wonderland than with a cup of hot chocolate, some cookies, and
playing in the snow with friends? Somers Intermediate School students knew exactly how to make it
better. They raised money for St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital as a way to earn their extra play time.
 
“We chose to donate to St. Jude’s because they treat sick kids for free even if the families don’t have
money,” says Ava Kovalyk, president of the student council, which organized the fundraiser.
 
“This month-long project was in keeping with our school themes of kindness and giving back,” says
principal Liz Turner. “The student government has found ways almost every month to support a group
locally or even far away.”
 
The students raised $1744 by placing jars in each classroom and held a “Kindness Snowman” contest to
spread the word about the fundraiser.
 
“Everyone filled in a paper snowball with a message of kindness towards another person and put them on
their classroom doors,” says Henry Sposito, student council vice president.
 
After all the donations were in, the intermediate school students were treated to extra playtime outside,
where PTA members handed out hot chocolate and cookies from Super Deli. Many students say the best
part of the day was getting to visit with friends.
 
“I don’t get to see my friends on the other side of my classroom very often,” says Kovalyk, “So it was fun
to get together with them.”
 
eLearning students arrived at the end of the day to enjoy the treats and play in the snow with their
eLearning classmates.



Somers Recognized for Full-Time Face Time

The March issue of On Board, the newspaper for the New York State School Board Association featured
an article about Somers students in kindergarten through sixth grade attending school in person full time
since September. The editors of the newspaper asked Superintendent Raymond Blanch to write the
article from his point of view. It was paired with an article written by the superintendent of Saunders
Trades and Technical High School in Yonkers, which has been fully remote this year. Read the article
about Somers here.

And the Winner of March Madness is...

https://bit.ly/38KNj6y


Students in Kim Laurie's first grade class cast their final votes in the Music March Madness contest.

Just like the NCAA basketball tournament, it was one and done in the March Music Madness competition
at Primrose Elementary School. Organized by music teacher Stephanie Closson, the contest celebrated
Music in Our Schools month. This year's theme was The Sound of My Heart. Closson created a March
Madness bracket and each week pitted one song against another. Students in every class voted and
followed along as their favorite songs bit the dust or moved on the the next round. In the end, the two
songs left to battle it out were "Bigger Love" by John Legend, and "We Found Love" by Rihanna. And the
song that took top honors? "We Found Love" by Rihanna.

PTA Provides More Outdoor Space at Primrose

A rendering of new fencing going in at Primrose Elementary School. Photo credit to Jason Klastsky from
InMotion Media Marketing

Spring is the season for new beginnings and the Primrose campus is getting a fresh, new look! When
students and staff come back from spring break, there will be a new post and dowel fence surrounding



the island in front of the school. The Primrose PTA is providing the funding this project. This large multi-
purpose space will give Primrose students more, much-needed outdoor learning and recess space. Plus,
it can be used by the community for many years to come.
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